BEAUTIFUL UPON THE MOUNTAINS 


LESLIE LOWE ASHTON 


Leslie: Lowe Ashton was born April 15, 
1904, in Vernal, Utah, the son of Leslie and 
Eva Allen Ashton, early settlers of the 
Uinta Basin. Lowe spent his early years in 
Vernal, graduating from Wilcox Academy 
after which he spent a year in southern 
California attending UCLA. returning to 
Utah and entering the University of Utah 
for three years. In his early twenties Lowe 
was active in Masonic work, joining Basin 
Lodge No. 20 in Myton, Utah; later the 
Knight Templars in Price, Utah. After mov- 
ing to Heber in 1933 he joined the Malta 
Commandery No. 3 in Park City. He then 
became a Shriner, affiliating with the El 
Kalah Temple in Salt Lake City. He mar- 
ried Alyce Hansen of Mt. Pleasant, Utah, on 
May 13, 1929, and to them were born three 
children: Leslie Lowe Jr, Homer H. and 
Merry Alyce. Lowe's early business career 
started in Duchesne, Utah, in March 1927, 
where he operated a dry goods store and a 
Service station under the name of Ashton's, 
owned by himself and two brothers, C. L. 
Ashton of Roosevelt and Rae Ashton of 
Vernal. The first business operation in 
Heber occurred in 1930, when Ashton's sent 
Mel Poulson of Duchesne to Heber to man- 
age the Shell Oil petroleum plant. In Febru- 
ary of 1933 Lowe closed the dry goods store 
in Duchesne, and came to Heber in order to 
be closer to a railhead to supplement the 
businesses in Roosevelt and Vernal. In 
Heber with his brothers Rae and Clair the 
Bonneville Lumber Company was purchased 
which became known as Ashton's. The 
building was moved back from the street, a 
service station added, and with a complete 
stock of lumber and hardware and automo- 
tive supplies they began business as Ash- 


